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INTRODUCTION 

  

Welcome to the Wake Forest Wings, Chapter NC-X, North Carolina. We hope 

that you enjoy this scrapbook in which we have attempted to capture the 

essence of our chapter from its inception.  Our goal is to continue to add events 

and photos to this book as the years progress. 

  

Anyone who has tried to capture in a single place all of the activities of a 

GWRRA chapter knows that this is a daunting effort unless you begin building 

the scrapbook from the time you conceive of a new chapter so that  you do not 

miss anything.  Unfortunately, we did not do this so there are most likely gaps in 

our history, events not mentioned, photos lost, and memorable moments that 

live in our hearts but for which we have no documentation.  Our advice to any 

ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƛƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎǊŀǇōƻƻƪ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳǊ 

chapter is three years old. 

  

In any event, we believe this scrapbook does reflect much, if not all of the fun 

we have had and the memories we share among our chapter members and 

GWRRA friends.   

  

Because we have an excellent website, copies of all newsletters, photos, and 

information about our chapter are not repeated here.  We encourage all readers 

to visit our site:  http://www.wakeforestwings.org 

  

Our hope is that as the current chapter leadership team moves on and 

relinquishes leadership of the Wake  Forest Wings to others, that our successors 

http://www.wakeforestwings.org/
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will maintain this scrapbook into perpetuity.   

  

Happy reading to one and all. 

  

This scrapbook was compiled by Dorothy Richards, Chapter Director/Newsletter 

Editor, NC-X with the assistance of all of the members of the chapter who 

participated in our activities and most especially those who took photographs 

along the way. 
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FORMING OUR CHAPTER 

Upon moving to Wake Forest, North Carolina from Maryland Bob (Goose) and I 

discussed joining an existing GWRRA Chapter in our area.  We discovered that 

the chapters nearest to us, Garner, Durham, and Cary all met in the evening 

during the work week. This meant that we would have to travel at dusk to 

attend a chapter gathering.  Following the gathering we would be riding home 

in the dark on roads with a heavy deer population.  We were used to having our 

Maryland gatherings on Sunday morning followed by a chapter ride.  We 

already had several GWRRA friends who had also relocated to this part of North 

Carolina and having talked to them, found that they also wanted to be part of a 

new GWRRA chapter.  The biggest obstacle to establishing a new chapter 

seemed to be concern by some members of other chapters that we would rob 

members from their chapter.  We knew from just looking at the Gold Book that 

there were Goldwing and other riders who did not belong to any chapter.  We 

began contacting these other folks to see if they wanted to join us. After much 

thought, Bob and I decided to pursue starting a new chapter closer to our home.  

We began the GWRRA process to establish a new chapter.  It was a slow process 

but we were successful.  If you wish to start a new chapter it is recommended 

that you follow the GWRRA process as we did. 

  

In February 2008, we met with the then District Directors, Dennis and Kathy Hull 

and their Assistants Andrew and Vickie Butcher to make our case for a new 

chapter.  We presented them with a detailed power-point presentation and 

convinced them to support establishing a new chapter. They agreed to pass our 

request up to the Region Director and National for approval.   

  

Our power-point presentation can be found on the following pages along with a 

copy of our Charter. 
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 Bob (Goose) and Dorothy Richards the First Directors of the Wake Forest Wings 
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Making the Case for a New Chapter in North Carolina 

  

 

The Wake Forest Wings

Our Journey to Becoming

A GWRRA Chapter
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ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS

Å 27 October ςBob suggests starting a GWRRA Chapter in Wake 
Forest

Å Formal Meetings held ς9 & 23 November 2007, 14 December 
2007, 3 & 25 January 2008

ÁAgenda
ÁRecord of Topics Discussed
ÁDecisions made 
ÁActions Assigned
ÁAttendance Recorded
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Organizational Meeting
TOPICS

Å Why establish a New Chapter
Å Chapter Purpose and Goals
Å Name of new Chapter
Å Location/day /time of monthly gatherings
Å Chapter Director, Rider Educator, Treasurer
Å Newsletter Editor
Å Ride Schedule
Å Charity to support in addition to NC Gifts on Cycles
Å Fundraiser
Å 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŀƭƭȅΣ ά²ƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ƳƻƪƛŜǎέ
Å wŜƎƛƻƴ wŀƭƭȅΣ ά!ǇǇŀƭŀŎƘƛŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜέ
Å Visits to other Chapters in NC and other Districts/Regions
Å Logo for Chapter Shirts
Å Growth Potential
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Organizational Meeting
Decisions

Why a New Chapter

ÅNeed a Chapter in proximity to where we live

ÅWant to Ride following each monthly gathering

ÅWant early morning meeting so we ride during 
the day and arrive home before dark

ÅAlso want to have additional ride every third 
Saturday each month plus pick-up rides when the 
mood strikes

ÅPick-up rides to be announced by email or phone
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Organizational Meeting
Decisions

Chapter Purpose and Goals
ÅMeet new friends who share interest in motorcycles
Å Practice Safe Riding alone and in Group
Å Be inclusive ςwelcome all who enjoy safe riding regardless of type 

of bike
Å/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ D²ww!
Å Enhance our own knowledge of motorcycles and riding skills
Å Support a local charity
Å Demonstrate, especially to younger riders, that motorcycles are 

fun but riding safety is paramount
Å Not permit cliques to form in the chapter
Å Continue to actively share our experience and knowledge gained 

as officers in GWRRA at the Region, District, Chapter level
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Organizational Meeting
Decisions

ÅName Chapter ςWake Forest Wings
ÅMonthly gatheringsςGolden Corral, First Sunday, Eat at 

8, meet at 9, Ride at 10
ÅSuggested Officer/Staff Positions
ïChapter DirectorςBob/Dorothy Richards
ïRider Educator ςPaul/Linda Trahan
ïTreasurer ςFred/Judy Haynes
ïNewsletter Editor ςSandie Rosenthal
ïRide Coordinator ςRosy Rosenthal
ïWeb Master - TBD

×Additional Officers to be added from new members
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Organizational Meetings
Decisions

Charity in addition to NC Gifts on Cycles

ÅDecision Pending Establishment of Chapter
ïRide for Kids

ïSpecial Olympics

ï²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ

ïMental Health Organization

ïOther

ïOutback Restaurant (Creedmore Road) interested in 
sponsoring a charity ride with other Outbacks in the 
area.  Preliminary discussion held with Manager
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Organizational Meetings
Decisions

Fundraiser
Decision Pending Establishment of Charter
ÅSpaghetti Bingo (suggested)
ÅHot Dog Bingo    (also suggested)
ÅCatered / non-catered
ÅTime of Year (Fall)
ÅLocation ???
ÅCost ???
ÅEvent Chairperson ςLinda Trahan
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Organizational Meetings
Decisions

District/Region Engagement
ÅInclude Visits to Other NC Chapters in the Chapter Ride 
Schedule
ÅInvite Other NC Chapters to Attend our monthly Gatherings 
and rides
ÅContinue effort to establish a NC License Plate with GWRRA 
Logo 
ÅAttend and Support Region Rally
ÅAttend and Support NC District Rally ςWings over Smokies
ÁDo whatever job needed by District
ÁOffer to Teach some leadership classes
ÁOffer to Teach Road Captains Course
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Organizational Meetings
Decisions

Chapter Logo 

Final selection after Chapter Charter so all members can submit

proposals and be part of the selection process

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
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Organizational Meetings
Growth Potential

ÅSince November 2007 we have 23 people interested in 
Joining a GWRRA  Chapter in Wake Forest
ÅAdditional Growth certain when we have access to the 

GWRRA area report
ÅWith continuing monthly gatherings, shirts with logos, 

and warmer weather our numbers will increase as our 
visibility increases
ÅOnce we have a Charter, Contact GWWRA members in 

the Goldbook in Wake Forest and surrounding areas as 
potential new members
ÅHandout, email, or snail-mail formatted information 

brochure on Wake Forest Wings
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Gatherings Held
Rides/Events

Å 1 January 2008 ςNew Years Day Ride & Lunch ς9 Attended
Å 6 January 2008 ςGathering -- Golden Corral ς18 Attended
Å 6 January 2008 ςMade Costumes for MD District Rallyτ11 Attended
Å 11-13 January 2008 ςAttended Winterthing, MD District Rally in Ocean 

City Maryland ς8  Attended
Å 19 January 2008 ςRide to UNC Chapel Hill Special Olympics Basketball & 

Lunch ς6 Attended
Å 3 February 2008 ςGathering -- Golden Corral ς25 Attended
Å 3 February 2008 ςRide to Rocky Mount & Lunch at Texas Steak Houseς16 

Participated
Å 16 February 2008 ςRide to Lake Gaston for Lunch and to Henderson to 
{ŜŜ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ aƻƴǊƻŜΩǎ [ŜƎǎς13 Attended

Å 2 March Gathering scheduled
Å 8 March 2008 ςGarage Meeting ς18 Signed Up so far
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GWRRA
Wake Forest Wings

ÅRequest your views on what we have 
accomplished to date

ÅLook to you for guidance as to next steps

ÅHope you can attend our gathering on 2 
March 2008 to meet the other participants

ÅYou are all welcome at our 8 March Garage 
meeting as well

 

We were notified on April 15, 2008 by Dennis Hull that our 

Chapter had been approved. We then proceeded to work 

toward our Chapter Kick Off at Hill Ridge Farm on July 26, 

2008. 
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Wake Forest Wings ς Charter Members 7-14-2008 

  

Bob (Goose) Richards , Chapter Director 

Dorothy Richards, Chapter Director 

Paul Trahan, Rider Educator 

Linda Trahan 

David Mazurek 

Paulette Mazurek 

Fred Haynes, Treasurer 

Judy Haynes 

Sandie Rosenthal 

Jim Rosenthal, Ride Coordinator 

Michel Moody 

Dean Holton 

Robert Gehring 

Tim Haynes 

Ray Brinker 

Dianne Brinker 
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CHARTER MEMBERS (Continued) 

Kristie Elliott 

Michele Gehring 

Randy Field 

Suzanne Field 

Mike Decker 

Becky Decker 

Frank Pierre 

Adrienne Lake 

Darrel Clemans 

Kathy Keegan 

David Knight 

Russ Dunst 

Deb Hankish, Membership Enhancement Coordinator 

Doris Haynes 

Mary Ann Clemans, Newsletter Editor 
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CHARTER MEMBERS (Continued) 

Russ Dunst 

Deb Hankish, Membership Enhancement Coordinator 

Doris Haynes 

Ann Groff 
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We designed and ordered a chapter patch. 

  

We selected the measurements for the patch so it would fit nicely on 

ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǾŜǎǘǎΦ 
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Having looked at all of the various shirt styles and colors we decided to go with 

the basic short sleeve and long sleeve T shirts in burgundy.  We had  our chapter 

name, Wake Forest Wings, printed on the back and our NC-X logo on the front. 

The shirts were reasonably priced and served the purpose of the initial chapter 

ǎƘƛǊǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ¢ŜŜǎ ƛƴ ²ŀƪŜ CƻǊŜǎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ 

give the account to a business in our locale.    
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Using our logo patch and the color of our chapter shirts, we 

designed and ordered chapter flags for our motorcycles from 

the Flag People [theflagpeople@cox.net]
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 As time progressed, our initial chapter shirts began to fade from too many 

washings.  We decided to supplement our chapter wardrobe with long sleeve 

twill shirts in two colors, the original burgundy and a blue.  We ordered the 

shirts once again from Steve's Tees and Steve embroidered the chapter logo on 

the shirts.  This time we were able to order both men's and ladies sizes. 
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Having received approval for the Chapter, we began in earnest to plan our Kick-

Off Birthday celebration.  This was a very rewarding activity because of the 

tremendous participation in planning the event by every member of the 

ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 

had done for their initial event but we knew we wanted to make our Kick-Off a 

lot of fun with good food, games, and entertainment for all. 

  

Fortunately, a few of our Chapter members worked part-time at Hill Ridge Farm 

in Youngsville where we were able to rent a facility with a enough room to fit 

about 300 people.  Having booked the hall we then hired a caterer to provide 

pork barbeque, chicken, and sides.  The Chapter purchased cases of water and 

soda. 

  

For entertainment we built a huge racetrack for match box cars .  This took the 

better part of a day to construct and was followed by a planning meeting and 

Ŏƻƻƪƻǳǘ ŀǘ .ƻō ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƎŀƳŜǎ 

such as Red Neck horse shoes, paperclips and rice, put the toilet paper roll on 

the plunger, and a balloon stuff for the little kids.  We also built a large stork to 

signify the birth of the new chapter. 

  

Every member of the chapter signed up for at least one or more tasks on the 

day of the event. We had a ball and received lots of feedback from attendees 

that it was an event to remember. 

  

During the event we received our Chapter Charter from the Region Directors, 

Frank and Kathy Albert and were welcomed into the NC family by the NC District 

Directors and District Staff Members. 
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In addition to several hundred attendees from NC, we were glad to see guests 

from our former District (Maryland) and Chapters. 

  

It was only after the event ended that we learned that other chapters simply 

had their Kick-Off event at a Golden Corral.  Oh Well! Our hard work paid off 

because it brought our Chapter members together as a real team.  Our Kick-Off 

took place on July 26, 2008. 
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PROGRAM 

WAKE FOREST WINGS NC-X KICKOFF 

26 JULY 2008 

  

8:00 ς 10:00 NC-X Members set up event 

11:00- 12:00  Registration  

11:00 ς 1:45 Race Car Sales  

11:00 ς 2:45 50/50 Sales 

11:00 ς 12:00 Games & Snow Cone Sales 

12:00 ς 12:15 Official Welcome  by NC-X Chapter Directors 

   National Anthem, Introduction of 

    NC District Officers and NC-X Members 

12:15 ς 12: 20 Comments by North Carolina District Directors 

12:20 -  12:25 Comments by North Carolina Assistant District                        

Directors, Central  

12:25 ς 1:30 Lunch 

1:30   -  2:00 Games , Snow Cone Sales Resume 

2:00 ς   3:00 Race Car Event 

3:00 -   Award of Prizes, 50/50, Farewell  

3:00  -  Clean Up 
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Fred Haynes, Mike Humphries, and Ben Meeks work on building the matchbox  

car racetrack we used in out KICK-OFF celebration 
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Archie, Pŀǳƭ ¢ǊŀƘŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-law applies wood glue.  Fred helps, Russ helps Rich make certain 

the tracks are straight 
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Rosy and Russ admire their work 
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Fred, Rosy, Russ, Bob, and Paul line up the boards 

to be cut 
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Rich Fix  takes a moment to check measurements and 

tools 
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Rich shows Rosy how to apply the wood glue 
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Ben Meeks Joins In the Activity 
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The whole construction team, Ben, Rich, Fred, Paul, Rosy Mike, Russ,  Archie, 

and the Goose finished and ready to eat lunch! 
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Bob (Goose) and Dorothy Richards pose in 

baby bonnets with the stork as the first 

Chapter Directors of the Wake Forest 

Wings, Chapter NC-X. 
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Doris Haynes, Ann Groff, and Russ Dunst 

sold racecars at the Kick-off 

The cars sold for $5.00 per car and the winner 

of the final race won $50.00 
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Paul and Linda Trahan were in charge of selling 

snow cones.  It was an extremely hot day and 

the attendees were glad to have the snow 

cones. 
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Fred Haynes took attendees for a hay ride 

around Hill Ridge Farm 
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Dennis and Kathy Hull, District Directors of 

North Carolina presented Bob and Dorothy 

Richards with the Chapter Charter 
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Rich Fix was the leader of the team that built our racetrack for our 

Kick-Off.  He had not only the appropriate tools but the know-how to 

get the job done in a single afternoon.  Bob (Goose) Richards 

presented him this award at one of our Chapter gatherings.  James 

YǊŜƴƻǾ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǊƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ wƛŎƘΩǎ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΦ  

Jenny Fix and Dorothy Richards look on. 
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 Quote from NC District Newsletter article by Dennis & Kathy Hull 

 

"Wǳƭȅ нсΣ нллуΧΦΦŀ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΗ ²ƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜr 

kickoff for Chapter X in Wake Forest was nearly as exciting as a 

space shuttle liftoff, absent only the noise, flame and smoke. 

Some 320 people joined in the partying, and enjoyed a superbly 

planned event which was full of fun and surprises. For those of 

you who missed the event there was music, contests, great food 

and fantastic door prizes. And for anyone who thinks that 

b!{/!w ǊŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘΩǎ ƳŜƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

there to participate in the highly popular Match Box car races. 

We want to congratulate and thank the entire membership of 

Chapter X for a kickoff meeting which was planned with vision, 

and presented with perfection. It is obvious that this new North 

Carolina chapter, whose membership is quickly approaching 50, is 

going to be one which sets a high bar for all of us to match. 

Participation, cooperation and a willingness to work for the good 

of the chapter has certainly set a favorable path for Chapter X 

and we feel that we will be hearing lots more from this group in 

the future." 
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ά /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ b/ς· έ .ƻō όDƻƻǎŜύ and Dorothy Richards and 

all the members of Wake Forest Wings put on a Great Kickoff meeting 

Celebrating the Birth of a New NC Chapter. 

Many chapters throughout NC attended and had a Great Time and a 

Lot of Good Food. 

Frank and Kathy Albert from Region N presented the Chapter Charter 

Documents making Chapter X Officially Open July 26, 2008. 

Thank you to Chapter X and ALL the NC Chapters for making GWRRA 

more FUN for All ". 

 

(This statement was quoted from a newsletter article in the Region N 

Newsletter written by Frank and Kathy Albert, Directors of Region N, 

GWRRA.) 
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SECTION 2 

WE ARE ON OUR WAY 

  



49 
 
 
 
 

Following our Kick-off we got down to the serious business of 

running the chapter.  Bob had some facial surgery (small spot 

of cancer on his nose) that turned out to be a rather big deal.  

His recovery was complicated by his gall bladder that when 

gangrene because the healing enzymes went to his gall 

bladder and destroyed it rather than to his face to heal that.  

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ .ƻōΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ {an Francisco 

and we spent some time flying back and forth.  

  

 In any event, MaryAnn Clemans, our newsletter editor 

struggled with various software and hardware issues but 

finally produced our first NC-X newsletter, The X Files, in 

October 2008.  A complete copy follows this page. 

  

While illness and computer issues hampered our full set of 

activities, the members of Chapter NC-X held together and our 

chapter continued to grow and flourish. 

  

Bob selected his first Assistant Chapter Directors, Rich and 

Jenny Fix in October 2009.  We also chose Denny and Sue 

Marlette to be our first Chapter Couple in December 2009. 
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